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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Ms. Elizabeth Collard Richteron 12/13/04. 

The application has been amended as follows: 
the non-elected claims have been cancelled as set forth: 

Claims 1-5: (cancelled); 

Claim 6 (Previously Presented): An extruder head for extrusion blow-molding 
plastic containers, comprising: 

a ring gap nozzle having a mandrel and a ring-shaped nozzle body; 

an elastically deformable sleeve; and 

setting devices for radially deforming the elastic sleeve; 

whereby the sleeve arranged at the end on the nozzle outlet side defines an 
annular gap whose width is variable by axial setting movements of the mandrel and/or 
nozzle body, and whose geometry can be influenced by deforming the sleeve while a 
hose-like preformed blank is being extruded; and whereby the sleeve is radially movably 
guided on sliding surfaces supporting the sleeve in the upward and downward 
directions; characterized in that 
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the sleeve arranged in the body of the nozzle has a conical widening toward the 
end on the nozzle outlet side and that the inside diameter (d^ of the sleeve measured 
on the upper face is smaller than the inside diameter (d 2 ) of the sleeve on the nozzle 
outlet; and that 

the wall profile of the sleeve and the height of the points of force application of 
the setting devices along the sleeve, said points offeree application being located out of 
center in the longitudinal direction of the sleeve, are coordinated with one another in 
such a way that the upper face of the sleeve guided on a sliding surface of the nozzle 
body at least approximately maintains its plane parallelism in relation to the sliding 
surface when the sleeve is deformed. 

Claims 7-8: (cancelled); 

Claim 9 (Previously Presented): The extruder head according to claim 6, 
characterized in that the sleeve has conical widenings at both ends, whereby the 
conical widening at the nozzle outlet is larger than the widening at the upper end on the 
inlet side. 

Claim 10 (Previously Presented): The extruder head according to claim 9, 
characterized in that the sleeve has a cylindrical center section located between the 
conical widenings. 

Claims 11-18: (cancelled); 

Claim 19 (Previously Presented) The extruder head according to claim 6, 
characterized in that the sleeve is arranged without lower support on the face side on 
the outlet of the ring gap nozzle and has a supporting surface for the radially movable 
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support, said supporting surface being arranged on the periphery of the sleeve with a 
spacing from the lower end of the sleeve. 
Claims 20-26: (cancelled). 

Correspondence 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
Examiner should be directed to Joseph S. Del Sole whose telephone number is (571) 
272-1 130. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 8 30 
A.M. to 5:00 P.M. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mr. Benjamin Utech, can be reached at (571) 272-1137. The official fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
(703) 872-9306 for both non-after finals and for after finals. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from the either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on the access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 886-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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